volume now before us gives the details of the East India Station for the same period. In it several improvements have been introduced, for which much credit is clue to the authoi'. 
Before proceeding to analyse the facts contained in the Report, we are tempted to make the following extract from the introduction, as illustrating well the difficulty of applying statistics, to determine questions as to the influence of treatment in reducing the mortality by disease: niost favourable results ; for though, when so given, they might appear to succeed in one case, there were others in which they failed." (p. v.) The seven years included in tlie Report now under consideration may be divided into three of peace and/our of war; for although, during the last year, active hostilities had ceased, the greater part of the force remained at Hong Kong, where " they contracted diseases nearly equal m virulence to those from which they suffered in the Canton and Yangtse-Kiang rivers." During the first period, the vessels were chiefly employed in the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea, and the Indian Ocean, north and south of the equator, from about the 70th to the IGOth degree of east longitude, their duties being the protection of the mercantile shipping and the suppression of piracy, more especially off the coasts of Borneo, Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Amboyna. In April, 1840, the fleet assembled at Singapore, and sailed for the outer waters of the Canton river, and from this period till towards the close of 1842 it was employed m active operations along the shores or up the rivers of the Chinese empire. In 1843, the greater part of the force remained stationary at Hong Kong. In 1840, -41, and -42, the men were much exposed in the boats, and were frequently landed to assist the troops in the attacks upon the various forts, and in both duties were continually within the influence of the pestilential emanations from the lagoons and swamps with which the shores abound.
Br. Bryson has given a brief summary of the various operations in which the fleet was thus engaged, and the circumstances which appeared to exercise an influence upon their health during this period. The Large detachments of men were frequently landed, remaining sometimes for several nights in succession exposed to the noxious exhalations from paddy fields, from marshes, and from the slimy deposit on the banks of the river, sleeping occasionally on the hare ground, under trees, or at best under some temporary shelter hurriedly put up for the purpose, and indulging in the intemperate use of spirits of the worst description, which they stealthily purchased, or procured by other means, from the natives. These were indeed causes amply sufficient to account for the fearful loss of health and life which followed." (p. 38.) In commenting on the returns for 1843, Dr. Bryson remarks:
Reviews.
[J uly, [July, they are of too departmental a character; addressed to the officer whose treatment is commented upon, they might prove useful, hut are scarcely suited to a Report of a statistical character, or calculated to benefit the general reader.
While we feel it our duty to offer these suggestions, we must hear testimony to the zeal and ability with which Dr. Bryson has executed his task; and when it is considered that the Report was prepared at such times as he could snatch from his onerous duties as professional assistant to the Director-gen ei*al of the Navy Medical Department, it must be admitted to be a work which redounds greatly to his credit, and a monument of industry of which the department has just reason to be proud.
